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Modern technology = efficiency. Post-modern technology = interchangeability, flexibility. Plastics is an example of transformative technology, developed around utopian rhetoric, part of a tradition of materials sciences in their ability to transform our experience. 

· New media is something in between – a lens, facilities perception
· Transformable technologies are used as media i.e. digital media
· Non-digital example?
· Depends on background
· I.e. media for a journalist ( newspaper
· I.e. media for an artist ( material, oil, acrylic  
· Categories of emerging media will be discussed in the later weeks (see syllabus)
· Nanotech, stem cells for example
· Broad technology definition for new media
· Question the human being as new media
· “Being in the World” refers to Heidegger’s earlier work of structural state of being
· Berkeley’s Center of New Media attempts to address these issues using an interdisciplinary approach with over 125 faculty members. Media refers to “something between”, facilitates perception (telescopes facilitate viewing of stars; light bulbs facilitate viewing at night time). Nanotechnology can and is a vehicle that is transformable. Modern vs. Post Modern distinctions are not crisply defined. 
Final Exam: Working in teams, present on another post-modern technology, a 10-15 minute example and relating it to Heidegger’s model.  Plus individual paper that covers same subject in PP presentation from individual perspective. Be open to references outside of class. Students are to bring in other references. Prof. Goldberg hosts the “Art, Technology and Culture” as part of a lecture series at Berkeley Art Museum on Friday, January 29.

Notes from Being in the World (2010), film by Tao Ruspoli

Heidegger’s “Being in the World” refers to human being’s structural components. Tao’s work uses the same title but does not adopt the same definition.

How do we engage with the world around us? How do we make sense of the world around us? What is unique about human beings and the way we engage with objects around us?

Example 1: Jazz musicians. Ryan Cross, composer, cellist, bassist. For him, connecting to his instrument means having to be in touch with himself first, as a starting point. “Being connected with my instrument, in touch with this. It becomes you. It felt like it had a character of its own.

1. A Brief History of Western Philosophy

· Plato – famous for articulating story for us to be beings. Things are truly what they are when they are extracted for/from our value. The nature of Western philosophy looks at us as rational, thinking beings. 

· Think rationally about the universe
· Descartes – “I am a thinking thing.” ( the only thing he is certain of. 
· Subjects standing over objects, detached from the world
· If I doubt that I am thinking, then I am thinking. 
2. Heidegger’s 1927 Being and Time Heidegger overthrew this viewpoint in the early 1900s. He posits that the Platonic model is backwards – the most important thing that characterizes us is not our ability for rational thought, but our ability to be involved in worlds that require our developing of skills in acting within that world. (Hence, one can play sports, but not rationally explain it.) He confronted the tradition of Western philosophy that stems from the early Platonic model. 

Properties of tools – if you want to see what a hammer is, you don’t explain it, but you pick it up and start using it. You only know what it is when you have the skills to use tools. The last thing you want or should do is to step back and look at the process as a rational action. Allow the activity to go through the body; thinking about the domain will get in the way of the action. How we interact with the world had been neglected in 2500 yrs. of Western philosophical history because of Plato’s influence. Ex.: Japanese carpenter. Word “Doku” does not refer to it as a tool, but is a way the carpenter has in relating to his world.

3. The Artificial Intelligence Debate
Theories of the mind: The Artificial Intelligence Argument. The computer allowed philosophers to test their theories. What are the rules and symbolic representation that can create a “mind” in a computer?

Burt  L. Dreyfus “What Computers Can’t Do” – programmers were trying to make computers intelligent by giving it thoughts that humans have. But thinking as a human being has to do with understanding what is relevant and all the infinite facts. The problem is that system would get hung up on metaphors and references about everyday objects in life – that when leaves fall, it will not make a hard sound (computers do not have a way of knowing this simply through algorithms). 

· We are logical thinkers ( computers cannot replicate this. 

· Dreyfus- “Reality was on my side” 

4. Moods

Moods don’t happen without our heads, but it doesn’t mean it’s happening inside our heads. Moods, emotions are subjective. 

· The world is not happy/sad, we are happy/sad and project that on the world

· Your happiness tunes you into other features of the world

· Skills let you see things you wouldn’t see i.e. picking good wood

5.  Rules of the Game

Our bodies are ways of being that allow us to become attuned to the world.

· Rules let you respond specifically to situations

· You can take the same rule/recipe and still can’t produce the same result

· “Cooking is like religion – rules don’t make a good cook just as praying does not make a saint.”

6. Risk

In becoming a master it is important to acquire skills that will eventually allow you to push out into own experience of the world.

· Leave the rules behind, take a risk so you can learn to deal with situations

· You learn what you are supposed to be responding to

· Heidegger “running forward into death”

· Not every risk will come out successful

· Risk takers disclose new worlds.
7. Commitment

Commitment is organization of the world through an established hierarchy of meaningful differences. What’s important and what is not relevant.  

· Each person places their own hierarchy of importance on things

· Meaningful existences identify you – no one identifies that hierarchy that way

8. Authenticity 

What is it to be the best version of us? The authentic person will confront a situation, is in tune to it, and applies authentic self to the situation, without application of rules. A masterful person will include the other elements of the world in creating his/her reaction to the world. Skillful actors – “own” it on stage – do not step back or distance him-/herself from the situation at hand, but instead incorporates them. 

· Everyone is unique in owning up to the situation they’re in

· Teenage boy phenomenon: figuring out what’s cool/how to act/resoluteness

· Spontaneity that you don’t have with rules, you own it

9. Beyond Conformity

There is tension in society between individualism and conformism. In order for society to function there needs to be regulation. “The One” – the social norms – you do what one does in relation to what’s expected in one’s culture. We’re thoroughly conditioned by the world we’re in – hence, the only way to do anything is to be appropriating traditions, customs. Our ability to disclose new world only occur when a combination of skill and space (both time and place) are allowed. 

· There is regularity to function, a social norm to do what one does

· Mindless conformity is looked down upon, so individuality is appreciated

· Transform a new way of acting to transform the current culture

10. Worlds Worlding

What is it to be open to the world? Heidegger- what sets us a part is the capacity to disclose new worlds.  

· Capture that we’re not used to opening up possibilities

· There is something that had a space provided for

11. The History of Being

Hidden history of the west, history of changes in the world. “Is-ness” people are socialized to things.

· Epochs – different style of coping

· FUSES – Early Greek

· “To be”

· World blossom, linger, then wither

· POIESES – Greek to bring things out 

· World of crafting

· POWER – Roman

· Make bricks, roads, bridges in the world

· CREATION – Christian, everything has a proper place in a hierarchy. 

· World is settled/created already in scheme

· Subjects and Objects – Modern, us who give everything meaning

· Domination, explorers, scientists, cowboys

12. Technological Understanding of Being

Everything is inter-connected. Efficiency demands optimization. Application of systems thinking –everything is seen as a resource to be optimized because things are seen as being part of a system. 

· Get world as organized as possible, a system

· Danger – technology will relieve us of skills because it is labor-saving technology, if we give in, we lose skills

· Internet – everything is level and equal and in front of you, it is reduced into just information

· Keep from getting seduced by technology to be human

Heidegger’s thoughts towards the end… How to resist technology? How to use it, but not let it get rid of what is meaningful to us? Bringing out what others cannot see, reality is inexhaustible. 

13. Focal Practice

Draws a group of people together that require mastery, a community connection drawn from skills for a moment/event. Masters can elicit great joy. This thought is aligned with the Cartesian tradition, in which the concept of being in the world comes from us.

Course is anchored in Heidegger, and addresses the intersection between technology and philosophy; aims to get at the how to look at new media and issues/problems related to their development. One argument posits that Heidegger’s theory in that transformable technologies act as new media – extends beyond digital and broadens the category of “New Media.” 

According to Heidegger, we dissolve into the world that we can’t take over because it is what we call the “sacred.” He believed that we are in an “efficiency mode” because we now want to use current systems to optimize ourselves – we are turned into resources. The one thing distinctive about human beings is that we can innovate. These epochs are not imposed – it is a change in the understanding of being.

Hence, primary questions for current thought – “What is the epoch we are in? What is the essential feature of our time?” What argument is Heidegger giving us about how we are to understand our age? There is a change in the understanding of being (being turned into resources). Is this a trend we are all keeping up with? (His paradigm of our current transformation is the Rhine dam.) He suggests that how we can be is best achieved in how we dwell, how one chooses to relate to technology.  

· Epochs are not imposed, just a characterization of the times
· What epoch are we currently in? 100 years from now, we’ll know, or not know
· What kind of argument is Heidegger giving us to define the epochs and that we are in the post-modern epoch?
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